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JANUARY 4, 2016 

 

A Reorganization Meeting of the Township Council of the Township of Roxbury was 

held on January 4, 2016 at the Municipal Building located at 1715 Route 46 in 

Ledgewood, New Jersey at 7:00 PM. 

 

TOWNSHIP CLERK PRESIDES OVER MEETING 

 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

OPEN PUBLIC MEETING STATEMENT 

Adequate notice of this Meeting of the Township Council of the Township of Roxbury 

was given as required by the Open Public Meetings Act as follows:  On December 21, 

2015, notice was faxed to the Daily Record, the Newark Star Ledger, The Roxbury 

Register and published in the Daily Record; notice shall also remain posted throughout 

the year on the bulletin board in the main hallway of the Municipal Building. 

 

STATEMENT OF DETERMINATION AND OATH OF OFFICE - NEWLY 

ELECTED COUNCIL MEMBERS FOR THE TERM 01/01/2016 THROUGH 

12/31/2019 

A. Ward 1 Councilmember - Richard Zoschak 

B. Ward 2 Councilmember - Gary Behrens 

C. Ward 3 Councilmember - Fred Hall 

D. Ward 4 Councilmember - Daniel Kline 

 

Mrs. Rhead read the Statement of Determination of the Board of Canvassers relative 

to the Election held in the Township of Roxbury in November 2015.  Mrs. Rhead 

administered the Oath of Office to Ward 1 Councilman Richard Zoschak; Ward 2 

Councilman Gary Behrens; Ward 3 Councilman Fred Hall; and Ward 4 Councilman 

Daniel Kline 

 

 

ROLL CALL (Present): Councilman Gary Behrens  

    Councilman Mark Crowley 

    Councilman Robert DeFillippo 

    Councilman Fred Hall 

    Councilman Dan Kline 

    Councilman Jim Rilee   

    Councilman Richard Zoschak 

 

Absent:   None     

     

Also Present:   Christopher Raths, Township Manager 

    Amy Rhead, Township Clerk 

    Anthony M. Bucco, Township Attorney 

    

Public:  several members of the Roxbury Fire Department; 

approximately seventy-five (75) people were in 

attendance; Mike Condon, reporter for the Roxbury 

Register 

 

Staff: Kim Katzenback, Executive Assistant 

     

 

ELECTION OF TOWNSHIP OFFICIALS 

A. Nomination and Election of Mayor 

Mrs. Rhead asked for nominations for the election of Mayor.  Councilman Behrens 

made a motion to nominate Councilman Jim Rilee as Mayor for CY2016.  

Councilman Hall seconded the motion.  No further nominations were made.  There 

was no further discussion from the Council.  Mrs. Rhead proceeded with a roll call 

vote to appoint Jim Rilee as Mayor for CY2016. 

 



Reorganization Meeting Minutes January 4, 2016 II 

 

Roll Call: Councilman Behrens – Yes   Councilman Crowley – Yes 

  Councilman DeFillippo – Yes Councilman Hall – Yes 

 Councilman Kline– Yes   Councilman Rilee – Yes 

Councilman Zoschak – Yes  

 

Motion carried unanimously, 7 to 0. 

 

 

NEWLY ELECTED MAYOR PRESIDES OVER MEETING 

Mayor Rilee assumed the presiding position and read a prepared statement. 

 
“I want to thank everyone for coming out this evening and I want to wish everyone a happy 

and safe New Year.  
 

I would like to thank Freeholder Director Kathy DeFillippo who has been a champion for 
Roxbury and Morris County, thank you Kathy. Also, Assemblyman Anthony Bucco, our 

township attorney. He was our attorney long before he was our assemblyman and has done 

a fantastic job going into his 19
th

 year. 
 

I want to once again thank my fellow Council members for asking me to represent them and 
Roxbury as their Mayor for 2016. Your support and trust is appreciated and I vow to 

continue to work with each of you in representing Roxbury and all the various needs of our 

great community. 
 

I would like to congratulate Fred Hall, Gary Behrens and Rich Zoschak on their re-election 

to the Council and welcome newly elected Dan Kline to the Council. We look forward to 
your contributions to Roxbury and I would be remiss to not thank Marty Schmidt for his 

service to the Township and all the great things he has accomplished while serving. I would 
also like to give a special thank you to Gary Behrens for serving as Deputy Mayor the last 2 

years; your help and support were invaluable. 

 
Roxbury is such a wonderful and great community and I am always happy and proud to say 

where I am from. We can all talk about our great recreation and the services we offer, but it 
is truly the people of Roxbury that make it great. The number of volunteers at every level of 

our community is astonishing. Thanks to all our volunteers, first responders and our citizens 

that I hear from so often saying what a great community we are and how much they love 
living in Roxbury. 

 

I am always excited about a new year and the prospects of new and better things for our 
residents. We are about to start our budget process and once again we will be looking after 

your tax dollars in the same way that has us nearly debt free, only 2 to 3 years away, while 
authorizing no new general obligation debt in many years and maintaining our high 

municipal bond rating and having one of the lowest tax rates in Morris County. All this, 

while maintaining quality services to our residents. Our parks, recreation and trails are 
second to none, including the beautiful new park in Landing. We will continue our 

aggressive road repair schedule and it will lead the list of items that we will be addressing 
during the budget and hopefully allowing us to advance more repairs than ever before. 

 

Once again, Happy New Year and saving the best for last, a special thank you to my wife 

Stacey, for allowing me to serve this great town” 

 

B. Nomination and Election of Deputy Mayor 

Mayor Rilee asked for nominations for the election of Deputy Mayor.  Councilman 

DeFillippo made a motion to nominate Councilman Mark Crowley as Deputy Mayor 

for CY2016.  Councilman Zoschak seconded the motion.  No further nominations 

were made.  There was no further discussion from the Council.  Mrs. Rhead proceeded 

with a roll call vote to appoint Mark Crowley as Deputy Mayor for CY2016. 

 

Roll Call: Councilman Behrens – Yes   Councilman Crowley – Yes 

  Councilman DeFillippo – Yes Councilman Hall – Yes 

 Councilman Kline – Yes  Councilman Zoschak – Yes 

Mayor Rilee – Yes 

 

Motion carried unanimously, 7 to 0. 

 

 

 



Reorganization Meeting Minutes January 4, 2016 III 

 

OATH OF OFFICE – 2016 FIRE CHIEFS 

Mrs. Rhead administered the Oath of Office to the 2016 Roxbury Fire Chiefs:  
 

A. Department Chief - William Ward III 

B. 1st Assistant Chief - Thomas Karkovice 

C. 2nd Assistant Chief - Kirk Keyes 

D. 3rd Assistant  Chief - Sam Manganella 

 

 

APPOINTMENT OF TOWNSHIP OFFICIALS  

Councilman Hall made a motion to approve below resolutions 2016-001 through 

2016-008 listed below.   Deputy Mayor Crowley seconded the motion. 

 

Roll Call: Councilman Behrens – Yes   Councilman Crowley – Yes 

  Councilman DeFillippo – Yes Councilman Hall – Yes 

 Councilman Kline – Abstain  Councilman Zoschak – Yes 

Mayor Rilee – Yes 

 

Motion carried 6 to 0, with one abstention. 

 

 

2016-001 A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL OF THE 

TOWNSHIP OF ROXBURY IN THE COUNTY OF MORRIS AND 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A 

CONTRACT FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES FOR THE 

TOWNSHIP PROSECUTOR 

Douglas Cabana – Township Prosecutor for CY2016.  

 

2016-002 A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL OF TOWNSHIP 

OF ROXBURY IN THE COUNTY OF MORRIS AND STATE OF 

NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A CONTRACT 

FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES FOR THE TOWNSHIP 

ATTORNEY 

Anthony M. Bucco – Township Attorney for CY2016. 

   

2016-003 A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL OF THE 

TOWNSHIP OF ROXBURY IN THE COUNTY OF MORRIS AND 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A 

CONTRACT FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES FOR THE 

TOWNSHIP AUDITOR 

William F. Schroeder of Nisivoccia LLP – Township Auditor for CY2016. 

 

2016-004 A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL OF THE 

TOWNSHIP OF ROXBURY IN THE COUNTY OF MORRIS AND 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A 

CONTRACT FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES FOR THE 

TOWNSHIP PUBLIC DEFENDER 

Douglass F. Sclar – Township Public Defender for CY2016. 

 

2016-005 A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL OF THE 

TOWNSHIP OF ROXBURY IN THE COUNTY OF MORRIS AND 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A 

CONTRACT FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES FOR THE 

TOWNSHIP BOND COUNSEL 

Steven Rogut of Rogut McCarthy – Township Bond Counsel for CY2016. 

 

2016-006 A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL OF THE 

TOWNSHIP OF ROXBURY IN THE COUNTY OF MORRIS AND 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A 

CONTRACT FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES FOR THE 

TOWNSHIP LABOR ATTORNEY 

Kenneth A. Rosenberg of Fox Rothschild – Township Labor Attorney for CY2016. 
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2016-007 A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL OF THE 

TOWNSHIP OF ROXBURY IN THE COUNTY OF MORRIS AND 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE AWARD OF A 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES CONTRACT FOR SPECIAL TAX 

COUNSEL FOR THE TOWNSHIP 

Fred C. Semrau of Dorsey & Semrau – Township Special Tax Counsel for CY2016. 

 

2016-008 A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL OF THE 

TOWNSHIP OF ROXBURY IN THE COUNTY OF MORRIS AND 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE APPOINTMENT 

OF AN OFFICIAL TOWNSHIP HOST/HOSTESS 

Stacey Rilee – Township Hostess for CY2016 

 

 

MAYORAL APPOINTMENTS 

Mayor Rilee announced the mayoral appointments named in the attached list for the 

following committees: 

 

A. Environmental Commission 

B. Library Board of Trustees 

C. Morris County Community Development Revenue Sharing Committee (“CDBG”) 

D. Office of Emergency Management 

E. Planning Board 

 

 

COUNCIL APPOINTMENTS 

Deputy Mayor Crowley made a motion to appoint those named in the attached list for 

the below committees.  Councilman DeFillippo seconded the motion. 

 

Roll Call: Councilman Behrens – Yes   Councilman Crowley – Yes 

  Councilman DeFillippo – Yes Councilman Hall – Yes 

 Councilman Kline – Abstain  Councilman Zoschak – Yes 

Mayor Rilee – Yes 

 

Motion carried 6 to 0, with one abstention. 

 

 

A. Board of Education Liaison 

B. COAH Committee 

C. Economic Development Committee 

D. Fire Department 

E. Historic Advisory Committee 

F. Landing Gateway and Streetscaping 

G. Lake Hopatcong Commission 

H. Main Street Streetscaping Committee 

I. Memorial Day Parade 

J. Morris County Community Development Revenue Sharing (“CDBG”) 

K. Morris County Freight Railroad Advisory Committee (“MCFRAC”) 

L. Open Space Acquisition Advisory Committee 

M. Planning Board 

N. Recreation Advisory Committee 

O. Trails Committee 

P. Traffic Committee 

Q. Water and Sewer Committee 

R. Zoning Board of Adjustment 

 

 

PUBLIC PORTION 

No public comments. 
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INTRODUCTION AND ADOPTION OF RESOLUTIONS 

2016-009 A RESOLUTION INCORPORATING BY REFERENCE HEREIN 

AND APPROVING THE FOLLOWING NUMBERED 

RESOLUTIONS LISTED ON THE REGULAR COUNCIL 

MEETING AGENDA FOR THIS DATE: 

 

2016-010, 2016-011, 2016-012, 2016-013, 

2016-014, 2016-015, 2016-016, 2015-017  

 

Councilman Zoschak made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 2016-009.  Councilman 

Behrens seconded the motion. 

 

Roll Call: Councilman Behrens – Yes   Councilman Crowley – Yes 

  Councilman DeFillippo – Yes Councilman Hall – Yes 

 Councilman Kline – Yes  Councilman Zoschak – Yes 

Mayor Rilee – Yes 

 

Motion carried unanimously, 7 to 0. 

 

 

2016-010 A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL OF THE 

TOWNSHIP OF ROXBURY IN THE COUNTY OF MORRIS 

AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY AFFIRMING BLANKET BOND 

COVERAGE FOR TOWNSHIP OFFICIALS 

 

2016-011 A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL OF THE 

TOWNSHIP OF ROXBURY IN THE COUNTY OF MORRIS 

AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY DESIGNATING THE OFFICIAL 

NEWSPAPER FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR 2016 

Daily Record as the official newspaper for CY2016. 

 

2016-012 A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL OF THE 

TOWNSHIP OF ROXBURY IN THE COUNTY OF MORRIS AND 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY DESIGNATING THE NEWSPAPERS 

TO RECEIVE NOTICES OF COUNCIL MEETINGS AND FIXING 

A CHARGE TO PERSONS REQUESTING INDIVIDUAL NOTICE 

FOR THE CALENDAR YEAR 2016 

 

2016-013 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE APPOINTMENT OF THE 

TOWNSHIP MANAGER, CHRISTOPHER RATHS, TO THE 

ROXBURY/MOUNT ARLINGTON CONSOLIDATION STUDY 

COMMISSION AND COUNCILMEMBER FRED HALL AS THE 

ALTERNATE 

 

2016-014 A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL OF THE 

TOWNSHIP OF ROXBURY IN THE COUNTY OF MORRIS 

AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY AUTHORIZING THE MUNICIPAL 

ASSESSOR AND MUNICIPAL ATTORNEY TO ANSWER, 

DEFEND, INITIATE AND SETTLE CERTAIN LOCAL PROPERTY 

TAX APPEALS BEFORE THE MORRIS COUNTY BOARD OF 

TAXATION AND THE TAX COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW 

JERSEY FOR THE 2016 TAX YEAR 

 

2016-015 A RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL OF THE 

TOWNSHIP OF ROXBURY IN THE COUNTY OF MORRIS 

AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY DESIGNATING DEPOSITORIES 

OF MUNICIPAL FUNDS 
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January 4, 2016

8. MAYORAL APPOINTMENTS

A. Environmental Commission

 Council Liaison 1/1/16-12/31/16 Fred Hall

 Member 1/1/16-12/31/18 David Los

 Member 1/1/16-12/31/18 Jackie Vitiello

B. Library Board of Trustees

   Member (Mayor's Representative) 1/1/16-12/31/16 Bob DeFillippo

   Member (Superintendent's designee) 1/1/16-12/31/16 Superintendent of schools or designee

   Member 1/1/16-12/31/20 Jeanette Carey

   Member 1/1/16-12/31/20 Janice Steigler

   Member 1/1/16-12/31/20 Carl Wronko

C. Morris County Community Development Sharing Committee ("CDBG")

      Representative (Mayoral appointment) 1/1/16-12/31/16 Bob DeFillippo

      Alternate Rep. (Mayoral appointment) 1/1/16-12/31/16 Gary Behrens

D. Office of Emergency Management 

    Coordinator 1/1/16-12/31/18 Bob Hackett

E. Planning Board

 Member - Class 1 (Mayor or designee) 1/1/16-12/31/16 Jim Rilee

 Member - Class 2 (Township Official) 1/1/16-12/31/16 Mike DiDomenico

9. COUNCIL APPOINTMENTS

A. Board of Education 

   Council Liaison 1/1/16-12/31/16 Gary Behrens

B. COAH Committee

 Member 1/1/16-12/31/16 Bob DeFillippo

 Member 1/1/16-12/31/16 Fred Hall

 Member 1/1/16-12/31/16 Jim Rilee

C. Economic Development Committee

  Council Liaison 1/1/16-12/31/16 Gary Behrens

  Council Liaison 1/1/16-12/31/16 Mark Crowley

  Alternate Council Liaison 1/1/16-12/31/16 Richard Zoschak

  Member 1/1/16-12/31/18 Jim Gordon

  Member 1/1/16-12/31/18 Brian Shernce

D. Fire Department

 Council Liaison 1/1/16-12/31/16 Jim Rilee

 Alternate Council Liaison 1/1/16-12/31/16 Richard Zoschak

E. Historic Advisory Committee

  Council Liaison 1/1/16-12/31/16 Richard Zoschak

  Member 1/1/16-12/31/19 Barbara Cassidy

  Member 1/1/16-12/31/19 Janet Lordi

F. Landing Gateway and Streetscaping 

    Council Liaison 1/1/16-12/31/16 Bob DeFillippo

    Council Liaison 1/1/16-12/31/16 Richard Zoschak

    Member 1/1/16-12/31/16 Jackie Albrecht 

    Member 1/1/16-12/31/16 Charlie Bautz

    Member 1/1/16-12/31/16 Barbara Billia

    Member 1/1/16-12/31/16 Mark Crowley

    Member 1/1/16-12/31/16 Christine Houtz

    Member 1/1/16-12/31/16 Marty Kane

    Member 1/1/16-12/31/16 Shawn Potillo

G. Lake Hopatcong Commission

  Commissioner 1/1/16-12/31/17 Mark Crowley 

  Alternate Commissioner 1/1/16-12/31/17 Richard Zoschak

1
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H. Main Street Streetscaping Committee

   Council Member  1/1/16-12/31/16 Mark Crowley

   Member 1/1/16-12/31/16 Sue Anderson

   Member 1/1/16-12/31/16 Tria Larmand

   Member 1/1/16-12/31/16 Debbie Lauda

   Member 1/1/16-12/31/16 Aldo Palma

I. Memorial Day Parade

  Chairperson 1/1/16-12/31/16 Christine Houtz

J. Morris County Community Development Revenue Sharing Committee ("CDBG")

      Representative (Council Appointed) 1/1/16-12/31/16 Richard Zoschak

K. Morris County Freight Railroad Advisory Committee

     Council Representative 1/1/16-12/31/16 Gary Behrens

  r    Alternate Council Representative 1/1/16-12/31/16 Richard Zoschak

L. Open Space Acquisition Advisory Committee

   Council Liaison 1/1/16-12/31/16 Mark Crowley

   Member 1/1/16-12/31/18 Jim Cogan

   Member 1/1/16-12/31/18 Jake Kovalcik

   Member 1/1/14-12/31/16 (unexpired) HOLD - To Be Determined

M. Planning Board

 Member - Class 3 1/1/16-12/31/16 Bob DeFillippo

 Member - Class 4 1/1/16-12/31/19 Charlie Bautz

 Member - Class 4 1/1/13-12/31/16 (unexpired) Jackie Vitiello

 Alternate #1 1/1/15-12/31/16 position is NOT VACANT - listed on reorg. agenda in error

 Alternate #2 1/1/16-12/31/17 Shawn Potillo

N. Recreation Advisory Committee

 Council Liaison 1/1/16-12/31/16 Fred Hall

 Member 1/1/16-12/31/18 Andrea Crowley

O. Trails Committee

 Member - Resident At-Large 1/1/15-12/31/16 (unexpired) Mike DiDomenico

 Member - Open Space Committee 1/1/15-12/31/16 (unexpired) Jake Kovalcik

 Member - Open Space Committee 1/1/15-12/31/16 (unexpired) HOLD - To Be Determined

P. Traffic Committee

 Council Liaison 1/1/16-12/31/16 Gary Behrens

 Council Liaison 1/1/16-12/31/16 Fred Hall

 Council Liaison 1/1/16-12/31/16 Jim Rilee

Q. Water and Sewer Committee

 Council Liaison 1/1/16-12/31/16 Mark Crowley

 Council Liaison 1/1/16-12/31/16 Bob DeFillippo

 Council Liaison 1/1/16-12/31/16 Richard Zoschak

R. Zoning Board of Adjustment

   Member 1/1/16-12/31/19 Brian Overman

   Member 1/1/16-12/31/19 Martin Schmidt

   Alternate #1 1/1/15-12/31/16 (unexpired) David Klein

   Alternate #2 1/1/16-12/31/17 Anthony Fiore
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